THE patient, F. B. H., aged 42, unmarried, first came under observation on account of slight traumatic synovitis of the left knee. He is an infantile dwarf whose physical development roughly corresponds to that FIG. 1. Ateleiosis in a man aged 42. of a boy of nine or ten years; but his expression, the wrinkles on his face, his attitude, his manner of speaking, and his general behaviour are rather more those of an adult. According to the family bible, he was born in London, April 10, 1868, and he has heard his parents say that he was much like other children up to the age of nine years, but that his growth and development then ceased. He is said to have had " water on the brain " as a baby, and, as a child, to have had two or three falls on the head. He cannot himself remember having had any serious illness. There is no history of chronic diarrhoea or intestinal steatorrhoea. At present he measures 47 7 in. in height, and weighs 4 st. 13 lb. in his clothes. His head is rather large for the diminutive size of his body. The shape of his trunk, the undeveloped state of his sexual organs, the appearance of his neck (owing to the want of projection of the "pomum Adami "), and the high pitch of his voice are those of a child. There is no hair on his face or pubes. The penis is exceedingly small. No testicle can be felt on the right side; the left testicle, of about the size of a small cherry, is incompletely descended. Nothing abnormal can be discovered in the heart, lungs or blood-vessels, or in the abdomen (by palpation) or urine. There is very slight spinal scoliosis. Mentally he seems normal, though perhaps somewhat childish. He cannot read or write, but, apparently " on account of weakness," the doctor would not let him go to school as a child. He earns a little money by light work in a glass factory. Skiagrams (Dr. Finzi) of the extremities show persistence of some of the epiphysial cartilages, but the amount of union of the epiphyses with the diaphyses varies considerably in different bones. Dr. Finzi points out that, in the skiagrams of the hands, those epiphyses which are not yet joined to the diaphyses are seen to be bordered by a very deep shadow. Skiagrams of the skull show nothing special. The delicate "pink and white" colour of :the ..1 patient's face, the extreme fineness of the hairs of his scalp, and the small size of his thyroid gland suggest that there nmay be an element of myxcedema combined with the ateleiosis, but these features may be merely a part of the general infantilism. His father and mother were both born in 1832, and lived to about the ages of 56 and 50 respectively. There is no history of any other dwarfism or infantilism in the family. " Ateleiosis" (the Greek word " ateleia " means incompleteness) was introduced by Hastings Gilford' as a convenient term for conditions of the kind, on account of the incompleteness of development characteristic of all cases. Apparently the epiphysial cartilages may in ateleiosis persist to a considerably more advanced age than in the present patient.2 Some French authors would probably suggest a theoretical condition of " polyglandular insufficiency" as an explanation for cases of ateleiosis.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. SHUTTLEWORTH said the condition was evidently a rare one, and the physical features did not suggest to him any cretinism; the ateleiosis was the prominent character. Until cases of sporadic cretinism were investigated thoroughly, as had been done in recent years, most cases of arrested physical development were probably lumped together with cases of cretinism; the differences between infantilism and cretinism not being then known. Very little had appeared in English medical literature on this condition, but he heard Mr. Hastings Gilford's paper on it in 1902, that authority pointing out that cases of dwarfism like the present one presented certain analogies to gigantism. The man now shown, aged 42, seemed to exhibit as much intelligence as could be expected considering the fact that during childhood he never went to school. He had some business capacity, as he earned eighteen shillings a week washing and counting bottles.
The CHAIRMAN asked what Dr. Weber suggested was the probable causation of the curious arrest of development in certain directions.
Dr. F. PARKES WEBER replied that he was glad Dr. Shuttleworth confirmed the view that there was no cretinism in the case. He could not give any explanation as to the cause of the arrest of development in ateleiosis. ' Med.-Chir. Trans., Lond., 1902, ixxxv, p. 305. 2 Thus, when the male dwarf whose case is described by Schaaffhausen (quoted by Hastings Gilford, loc. cit., p. 325) died at the age of 61, nearly all the epiphyses were still ununited or could be easily separated. The same characteristic feature was present in the skeleton of Paltauf's case, a male dwarf who died of tuberculosis at the age of 49.
